Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Ethics Commission: 
ORDINANCE 2014-297
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 602, ORDINANCE CODE (JACKSONVILLE ETHICS CODE) PART 8 (LOBBYING) TO AMEND SECTION 602.804 (PENALTIES) TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION PROViDING FOR A ONE YEAR lobbying SUSPENSION FOR TWO OR MORE VIOLATIONS OF PART 8; AMENDING part 11 (RESERVED) TO replace “reserved” with A NEW PART 11 ENTITLED “civil fines”; PROVIDING FOR A PUBLIC REPRIMAND OR A civil FINE UP TO $500.00 FOR VIOLATIONS OF CHAPTER 602; PROVIDING FOR THE RESCISSION OR VOIDANCE OF ANY BENEFIT INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO A CONTRACT, GRANT, SUBSIDY, LICENSE, PERMIT, FRANCHISE, USE, CERTIFICATE OR DEVELOPMENT GAINED FROM THE ACT OF VIOLATING CHAPTER 602; PROVIDING FOR THE DISCRETIONARY REFERRAL OF VIOLATIONS OF CHAPTER 602 TO THE STATE ATTORNEY; PROVIDING FOR OVERSIGHT BY THE ETHICS AND COMPLIANCE OFFICE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Amending Chapter 602 (Jacksonville Ethics Code), Ordinance Code.  Chapter 602 (Jacksonville Ethics Code), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:




CHAPTER 602. JACKSONVILLE ETHICS CODE
* * *

PART 8. LOBBYING

* * *

Sec. 602.804. Penalties. 
A person who, knowingly and willfully: 

(a)
Being at the time required to register as a lobbyist and not exempt from registration, fails or refuses to do so; or

(b)
Having registered as a lobbyist, fails or refuses to properly file with the Council Secretary a corrected or amended registration statement when required by Section 602.801(c) to do so; or fails to disclose on the registration statement any information required by this Part; 

(c)
Continues to act as a lobbyist after the expiration of the period for which the registration statement was filed with the Council Secretary; or 

(d)
Commits, or procures or acquiesces in the commission of, any violation of this Part; shall be guilty of a class D offense against the City. 
(e)
Commits two (2) or more violations of this Part, shall be suspended from the privilege of lobbying for a maximum period up to one (1) year.
PART 11. CIVIL FINES RESERVED
Sec. 602.1101. Public Reprimand or Civil Fine. 

A finding by the Ethics Commission of a violation of any part of this Chapter shall subject the person or entity to a public reprimand, a civil fine of up to five hundred dollars ($500), or both. All civil fines collected shall be deposited into the City of Jacksonville General Fund.
Sec. 602.1102. Rescission or Voidance of Benefit.
Upon a finding by the Ethics Commission that a violation of this Chapter resulted in a contract, grant, subsidy, license, permit, franchise, use, certificate, development order or other benefit conferred by the Jacksonville City Council as applicable, then such contract, grant, subsidy, license, permit, franchise, use, certificate, development order or other benefit may be rescinded or declared void by the Jacksonville City Council at the request of the Ethics Commission.

Sec. 602.1103. Discretionary Referral to the State Attorney.
The Ethics Commission may, in its discretion, refer violations of this Chapter to the state attorney to prosecute as municipal code violations.
Section 2. 
Oversight Department.  The Ethics and Compliance Office shall oversee the project described herein.
Section 3. 
Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

__/s/ Cherry A. Shaw

Office of General Counsel
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